




















































































































RENAISSANCE SCIENCE AND PHILOSOPHY 17

assumption, According to this hypothesis,
Diescartes was a pure naturalist caught in a
social situation where nonconformity
meant persecution and even death. He had
no taste for martyrdom, and consequently
disguised those of his views which might
get him into rouble, and embellished the
remainder with a show of piety that must
be understood, quite licerally, as lite
insurance. {Lafleur, 1956, p. xviii)

Descartes’s Fate

Despite efforts to appease the church, Descartes's
books were placed on the Catholic index of for-
bidden books in the beliel that they led to atheism.
As a result, Descartes slowed his writing and instead
communicated personally with small groups or
individuals who sought his knowledge. One such
dividual was Queen Chrisuna of Sweden, who in
1649 invited Descantes to be her philosopher-
in-residence, and he accepted. Unforrunately,, the
queen insisted on being tutored at five o'clock
each morming, meaning that Descarees had to travel
to the palace before sunrise during the Swedish
winter. After only six months in Sweden, Descartes
caught pneumonia and died on February 11, 1650.
Disecartee wae firee bured in Sweden in & cemetery

for distinguished foreigners, but there is more @
this unfortunate story:

Sixteen years later, his body was exhumed,
as it had been decided by various friends and
disciples that it would be more fitting for his
bodily remains to rest in France: perhaps
they did not respect as seriously as he might
have wished, Descartes’s belief in the possi-
bility of a disembodied spinit and the exis-
tence of mental processes in the absence of
any brain. The French ambasador to Swe-
den took charge and first cut off Descartes’s
vight forefinger as 4 personal souvenir. It was
then found that the special copper cotfin
provided for transporting the body was too
short. So the neck was severed and skull
removed torbe shipped separately. The
coffin rerumed safely to Paris and Descartes’s
headless body was reburied with great
pomp. The skull hiad a more sordid fate: it
was stolen by an army captain, pased from
one Swedish collector to anather, and took
150 yeurs to reach Pans, where it was
awkwardly shelved in the Academic des
Sciences and has apparently remained there
ever since, (Boakes, 1984, p. 88) :

Yes, the man most associated with the mind-

body problem, sronically has a bit of one himself
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Can you dance on one eye?

A re-presentation of Erik
Satie’s play Le Piége de
Méduse by Tut Vu Vu and
Morven Mulgrew

Performed at Plat-form
on 3.3.17 as part of
Take Me Somewhere

Collaborators:
Matthew Black
Jamie Bolland
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Cleo-Mulgrew-Reeves (7/\ )
Gerry Mulgrew dé,%/”;\/
Morven Mulgrew oo
Anna Orton ¥z
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Thanks:

Take Me Somewhere
Plat-form
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